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EXCURSION - NEWS SHEET 


Meeting: June 6 Mr J McLaughlin : Black-eared Miner in 
the Mallee ~ 
Meeting: July 4 Mr J Miller : Asteraceae 
Excursion: June 8 Dollys Creek old mining area : Mr L Fink 
Excursion: July6 Australian Native Education Centre : 
Mr A Henderson 


President: Mr G Binns Meetings are held at the Art Building, 
Secretary: Mr L Fink School of Mines and Industries, Lydiard 
Treasurer: Mr J Gregurke St South, commencing at 7.30 pm. 
Editor: Mr A Dyson Excursions commence from the comer 
of Sturt and Armstrong Sts., Baltarat, at 
Postal Adress: ‘ 9.30 am for full-day excursions or at 1.30 


PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. pm for half-day excursions. 


FIELD REPORTS 


Brian Gavan - Spine-tailed Swifts moving ahead of a cold front at Cape 
Otway. On 23 April a flock of between 30 and 40 cockatoos in the area 
between Shelford and Inverleigh. 


Alan Williamson - on a visit to Warrnambool noticed Norfolk Pines that 
were almost denuded by white cockatoos. In Ballarat Alan had noted a 
Great Egret and White-faced Heron in the Windmill Drive area. In Lake 
Street he has seen a starling with a white head. The white starling 
reported by Alan in past weeks also presented with a white head before 
gradually exhibiting increasingly more white plumage. 


Ken Hammmond - during a recent visit with the Bird Observers to the 
Linton “block” and to nearby “Mooramong” - sighted more raptors than 
other birds. Birds seen included - Little Eagle, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Black 
Kite, 2 Whistling Kites, Goshawk, Spotted Harrier, Black-shouldered Kite 
and ravens. Few water birds seen due to the dry conditions. There seem 
to be plenty of rabbits about Skipton so plenty of food for these birds. 
About 60 Black Cockatoos also seen by Ken and a flock of pigeons seen 
on Anzac Day. 


Genni Binns - in connection with Ken's observations - no raptors seen at 
all by Greg and Genni on 3 recent Birds Of Prey counts. 


Ken McDonnell - Crested Pigeons have been progressing south and 
have been noted in the Invermay area in the last years; about 6 have 
been seen recently at Invermay 


Elizabeth Stayt - at Woolongong - interesting behaviour of an Indian 
Mynah. The mate had been killed on the road and after a period of 
swooping and attempts to lift the survivor, and then, after ‘meditating’ on 
a fence post, flew down, pecked the dead bird’s beak and flew away. 


Lindsay Fink - a large flock (15 to 20) of Silvereyes at Meredith - an 
unusual sighting for the area. 


Greg Binns - on a visit north east of Walhalla - 15 Lyre Birds and several 
Spotted Quail-thrush - these birds were the most commonly sighted birds 
seen in the area during the trip. 


Comet Hale-Bopp has been sighted by several members and details 
were given to assist members viewing over the next week or two. 


- Bats 
Order Chiroptera 


Bats are the only mammals capable of true flight. Their 
name, chiroptera, means ‘hand-winged’ Bats are generally 
nocturnal and can be seen in summer flying near street 
lights. These unique animals produce ultra-sonic sounds 
and use their echos to navigate and capture insects. They 
live in caves and tree hollows and sometimes house roofs 
and walls. All species sleep upside-down. 


Bats are divided into two major families: 


Mega chiroptera- generally large bats,.they are all fruit and 
nectar eaters. 

Micro chiroptera-small insectivorous bats; they make 
squeaking sounds when flying through ; 
the forest. ee 2 


Cg 
DIARY DATES 


Wednesday 25 June 1997 - Committee Meeting at 
(Claire Dalman) at 7.30 pm. 


29 September to 5 October - VFNCA Skills Workshop at Rowsley (north 
Brisbane Ranges). A wide variety of projects are offered and places are 
still available. Instructors include such eminent people as Leon 
Costermans, Ken Simpson and Dr Noel Schleiger. Pat Murphy has 
further details if needed. 


October 17, 18, 19 - WVWFNCA Campout at Donald. 


EXCURSION - ROADSIDE GEOLOGY - Saturday 3 May 


On the moming following the meeting, during which Dr Noel Schleiger 
provided his lucid outline of the basic geology of our land, the Ballarat 
region and the variations in the geological forms between Ballarat and 
Melbourne, a good muster of members mobilized in eight vehicles to the 
‘drive of discovery’ in-situ. Under Noel's leadership, following generally 
the route and items described in his publication “Roadside Geology’, 
members were treated to an enjoyable leaming experience. 


The journey commenced with stops at Lake Wendouree and the Norman 
Street cutting to discuss features of overlying volcanic basalts and the 
Lancefieldian Ordivician sediments with their range of stain colours from 
leaching limonites. An anticlinal fold is also evident. 


The progress east along the Western Highway was puncuated with 
selected stops and diversions to vantage points for fine viewing of a 
comprehensive range of features as described in the book. The 
numerous observations included: - the scoria cones of Mounts 
Buninyong and Warrenheip and Clarkes Hill, the granite residuals of the 
You Yangs, the timbered Muckleford Fault line scarp to the north and the 
Greendale Fault at right angles to it, Ballan Sunkland, composite volcano 
Mount Darriwill, basalt domes Mounts Gorong and Cotteril (Shield 
volcanoes), ‘The Island’ near Werribee Gorge (a hill of 
circumdenudation), the Rowsley Fault Scarp, Port Phillip Sunkland (or 
Graben), Bacchus Marsh Basin, and the Lerderderg Rivers deep cut 
through the Ordivician sandstones and slate. The mouth of the 
Lerderderg Gorge was the luncheon stop, under pleasant conditions. 
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The party then proceeded via Lake Merrimu and Long Forest to 
Anthony's Cutting. Here are revealed formations of sands and clays of 
the Pleistocene Ages, which in tum are above sediments of the Miocene 
Period! 


The excursion terminated at the Djerriwarrh Creek where further 
fascinating features were noted. An intriguing final specimen was the 
conspicuous ripple markings on a sandstone vertical surface originally 
formed horizontal and folded to this position in the Middle Devonian 
Period. The picturesque old bridge here is made of sandstone which was 
laid down by rivers of melted glacial ice waters in the Permian Ice Age. 


This was indeed - “a drive of discovery, a trip through time” - and we are 
most grateful to Noel for his generous commentary and enthusiastic 
sharing of such an absorbing study. 


GWB 


HATS OFF TO THE HELMETS 


At this rether lete stage of my bi'ding career, 

I finally caught un witn Victoria's Helmeted 
Honeyeaters this month. A stint of house-:ninding 

at Unrer Beaconsfield provided a good oprortunity 

to travel across to Yellingbo for a BOCA walk in 

the reserve. Despite a bad weather forecast, we had 
excellent sightings in full sunlisht. Although very 
Similar to the faniliar Yellow-tufted Honeyeater of 
our drier country, the Helmets are slightly bigger 
birds with a bulging 'crest' which was clearly 
visible. They favour a very different habitat in 
dense swampy creex gullies. Their territory is a 
long, nerrow linear creek reserve, negr Woori Yallock. 


Kesearch into the decline of this endangered species 
(one of the world's rarest birds) showed that their 
habitat wes under severepressure from farm clearing 
and the territorially dominant Bell Miners. The 
bellbirds were 'ferming' the lerps by selective 
feeding, allowing the nymphs to multipy and destroy 
the eucalyptus foliage. Measures to save the honey- 
eaters included protection of the reserve by culling 
and discouraging the Bell Miners from the area, 
fencing and securing vital vegetation, captive 
breeding and tree planting programmes. The numbers, 
only about 40 eight years ago and on the brink of 
extinction, were said to have stabilised now at 
about 100. Bellbirds still chime from the. fringes 
but the Helmets seem to be holding their own. 
Yellingbo tKeserve is significant for hosting 
Victoria's three emblems - the Helmeted Honeyeater, 
Leadbeater's Po).ssum and the Common Heath. 


MR. 


COMET VIEWING - ACROSS TH GREAT SANDY STRAIT 


Most members will have had their own memorable 
Sightings of the Hale-Bopp Comet, but I cannot 
resist sharing my first viewing... A western 
beach on Fraser Island on a clear balmy evening, 
seated on a salt-blesched log (still warm from 
the sun) with my son James and an excellent glass 
of chardonnay, watching a memorably svectacular 
sunset over Hervey Bay. AS the flames in the sky 
deepened and lights began twinkling along the 
mainland shore, some puffs of low evening cloud 
turned from purple to black and the thinnest 
golden crescent of moon appeared. Stars emerged 
then almost suddenly between Moon and the last 
colours of sunset, there it was! - a fuzzy blob. 
With binoculars it was transformed into that 
amazing sight, quite different from any other 
comet we have seen, with a wide tail spreading 
like an angelfish. A once-in-2000 years sight! 
Moon, comet, the last deep rose of sunset and 
the distant harbour lights were all visible in 
the one frame. Unforgettable, and mind boggling 
in size, distance and time. As the sky darkened 
and the comet brightened, a noisy colony of grey- 
headed flying foxes flew into the trees above 
with small microtis bats wheeling nearby - and a 
dingo padded silently along the beach. They have 
a 'bad press! at present so we sat very still. 
To finish the night, we later walked down the 
jetty of Kingfisher Bay and watched dolphins 
leaping and playing in the starlight. I was told 
they were Sousa Dolphins (presumably the Indo- 
Pacific humpback dolphin, sousa thinensis), 
Rarer visitors than the bottle-nosed dolnhins, 
they had just arrived at the island that weex. 


M.R. 


MAMMALS FOUND IN THE BALLARAT AREA No19 


Two interesting members of the pete nte deserve a mention as both are 
close to Ballarat. 


One is the Broad-toothed Rat, Mastacomys fuscus which lives in wet 
schlerophyll forests such as the Otways. Its status is common to sparse 
and although not in the immediate area it is fairly common in the Otways. 
There are three subspecies. 


The other is the Smoky Mouse, Psuedomys fumeus .|t appears in East 
Gippsland and in the Grampians. In earlier times the mouse was also 
present in the Otways. Mount William appears to be its stronghold in the 
Grampians. The status is rare, limited and this mouse is at risk . 


The next section of reports covers the “new endemic” rodents. There are 
7 species of native rats belonging to the genus Rattus. These rats 
appear to have evolved from a common ancestor that give rise to the 
Hydromyinae and therefore are known as the “new endemic” species. 
Females of Rattus have 6 to 12 nipples 


Included in these rats are the last three to have come to Australia since 
settlement by white man. 


Elfin 


Mastacomys fuscus 


